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Madam Speaker, | rise today in support of H. Res. 1199, a resolution
congratulating the Orange County Water District on its 75" anniversary. The Orange
County Water District and its employees have effectively delivered innovative
groundwater management, water quality, water efficiency, and environmental programs
which will reduce our region’s dependence on imported water.

We all know that with increased demand, decreased availability of imported
water, and higher water quality requirements, future water supplies will become even
more limited and expensive. If we want to sustain Southern California’s economic
growth and provide for a rapidly increasing population, we must ensure efficient and
reliable access to water resources and pursue a modernized sanitation infrastructure. The
Orange County Water District recognized that we needed a reliable source of quality
water and has pursued multi-pronged strategies for capturing and recycling water that
would otherwise flow downstream to the ocean.

The first initiative involves a series of agreements between the Orange County
Water District, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
to allow the District to conserve water behind Prado Dam. This water, which would
otherwise flow downstream to the ocean, is captured to recharge the local aquifer. In
addition, the Orange County Water District has partnered with the Orange County
Sanitation District in the development of the Groundwater Replenishment System. This
system will take highly treated sewer water and treat it above and beyond existing
drinking water standards by undergoing an advanced purification process that includes
two membrane filtration and treatment by ultraviolet light and hydrogen peroxide. Once
purified, the water will be sent to groundwater recharge facilities or injection wells. This
project is a model of self-reliance and should be replicated throughout water districts
around Southern California.

The Orange County Water District is working to ensure water reliability for
generations to come. This is a comforting thought to businesses as well as residents
interested in moving to Orange County. Their efforts will allow our economy to grow
without being restrained by potential water shortages.

I congratulate the Orange County Water District for their 75 years of service to
the region and | am proud of the federal, state, and local agencies that have worked
together to serve the community and address the region’s growing water needs.



