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Send Capitol Connection to Your Family, Friends and Neighbors

Congressman Gary Miller’s Capitol Connection Newsletter is published at the end of every week in which Congress is in
session and highlights legislation considered by the House as well as other items that affect Southern California and our
nation. If you enjoy this newsletter, Congressman Miller encourages you to pass it along to your family, friends, and
neighbors that reside in California’s 42nd Congressional District. To subscribe to the Capitol Connection Newsletter,
please send an email to CapitolConnectionNewsletter@mail.house.gov or visit Congressman Miller’s website.

The President’s FY 2011 Budget: Record Debt, Deficits and Taxes

Earlier this week, President Obama released his massive budget for Fiscal Year 2011 while the House at the same time
voted to increase our nation’s debt limit. Under his budget, the federal government would spend a record $3.8 trillion in
the fiscal year beginning October 1, which would lead to record debt, deficits, and taxes. Specifically, the President’s
budget would dramatically increase the debt, more than doubling the national debt from $12.3 trillion today to $25.78
trillion in 2020. In fact, paying interest on this debt alone would set American taxpayers back roughly $6 trillion over the
next decade. Inaddition, under the President’s budget the federal government will run up a record budget deficit of $1.6
trillion in Fiscal Year 2011, which is 10.1 percent larger than last year’s deficit. To help pay for the Administration’s
massive spending spree, the Fiscal Year 2011 budget proposes to increase taxes by more than $2 trillion over the next ten
years. During these times of economic hardship, Congressman Miller is strongly opposed to slapping taxes on
hardworking Americans and job-creating small businesses. As Congress considers the budgetary blueprint for the next
fiscal year, Congressman Miller will work with his colleagues to reign in wasteful Washington spending and lower taxes.

House Votes to Increase Statutory Debt Limit to $14.3 Trillion

Following the Senate’s approval last week, the House this Thursday voted to increase the federal government’s statutory
debt limit by a record $1.9 trillion, clearing the measure for the President’s signature. This is the fifth increase in the past
year and a half alone, pushing the government’s total debt ceiling to $14.3 trillion, roughly the size of the entire U.S.
economy. To help win passage of this staggering increase in the nation’s indebtedness, the Senate tacked onto the
legislation a “pay-as-you-go” (PAYGO) provision. At best, PAYGO is an empty slogan. In fact, since it was reinstated
as arule in 2007, when Democrats took control of Congress, the deficit has swollen from $161 billion to $1.6 trillion. In
addition, PAYGO has been waived or circumvented for $1.3 trillion in deficit increases, and when applied it has been
used mainly to justify chasing higher spending with higher taxes. What is most troublesome about this week’s debt limit
increase is that Moody’s, a top Wall Street credit agency, recently warned that the United States could lose its gold-plated
AAA credit rating in coming years unless it quickly puts into place plans to curb budget deficits. Congressman Miller
opposed increasing the debt limit because he believes firmly Washington must get its fiscal house in order and cut back
on government spending during these times of economic hardship.

Legislation to Enhance Cybersecurity Clears House

This week, the House of Representatives passed the Cybersecurity Enhancement Act to reauthorize several National
Science Foundation (NSF) programs that are aimed to improve cybersecurity. Over the past decade, the interconnectivity
and interdependence of information technology has dramatically increased the vulnerability of many different networks,
thereby making them susceptible to a cyber attack. In fact, the Government Accountability Office has stated that cyber-
based threats to federal systems and critical infrastructure are ever evolving and growing. To respond to these
vulnerabilities, the legislation passed this week seeks to improve cybersecurity in the federal, private, and public sectors
through coordination of federal cybersecurity research and development activities. In addition, the bill addresses the
current shortage of cybersecurity professionals by reauthorizing cybersecurity workforce and traineeship programs at NSF
and also by codifying the NSF Scholarship for Service program. As recent events have exposed cybersecurity
vulnerabilities, Congressman Miller supported this bill and will continue working in Congress to ensure a long-term

cybersecurity strategy.

The Capitol Connection Newsletter is published at the end of every week in which Congress is in session. Please send correspondence to
CapitolConnectionNewsletter@mail.house.gov with your name and residential address. To subscribe or unsubscribe to this newsletter send an email to
CapitolConnectionNewsletter@mail.house.gov or call (202) 225-3201.
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