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CONGRESSMAN GARY MILLER INTRODUCES THE ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW
COOPERATION ACT

WASHINGTON, DC - Today, Congressman Gary Miller introduced The Environmental Review
Cooperation Act, a bill to expedite the environmental review process for highway project
delivery.

Under federal law, highway projects that receive federal funding must comply with
environmental standards set by the National Environmental Protection Act (NEPA). The
Environmental Review Cooperation Act would make permanent and expand to all states a pilot
program that allows five states to take on the responsibility of complying with NEPA
requirements for highway projects under the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). In
California, the program shaved approximately 17 months off of the environmental review
process and 30 months off of overall project delivery while retaining the integrity of current
environmental regulations.

“l am proud to introduce this legislation that gives all states the opportunity to speed up the
development of important highway projects, which will create good-paying jobs, save taxpayer
dollars, and improve commutes for millions of Americans,” said Congressman Miller.

To build upon the success of the NEPA delegation pilot program, the Environmental Review
Cooperation Act creates a new project delivery demonstration program that further streamlines
the review process for highway construction projects. The demonstration program would allow
states to apply their own environmental laws instead of complying with NEPA in respect to
highway projects, if those state’s laws are determined by the Secretary of Transportation to be
equal to or greater than NEPA requirements.

Congressman Miller added, “The current federal environmental review process adds unnecessary
burdens that delay essential job-creating projects. Allowing states that have environmental
review standards that meet or exceed federal requirements to bypass the NEPA process is a
common-sense proposal that will improve project delivery without compromising our nation’s
environmental protections.”

The Environmental Review Cooperation Act is cosponsored by Representatives Jeff Denham,
Darrell Issa, Dennis Cardoza, Brian Bilbray, Mike Thompson, Ken Calvert, Dana Rohrabacher,
and Kevin McCarthy. Congressman Miller would like to thank the California State Association
of Counties and League of California Cities for their support of this important legislation.
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